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In this issue... 

* Note from the President  * Geophysical Dictionary 

* Note from the Editor * Spitzkoppe ï Branko Corner 

* SAGA 2009 * On a Philosophical note ï Solomon Lephoto 

* SAMTEX from a studentôs perspective ï Pieter Share. * Woman of the Year Award ï Lindsay Linzer 

* Special Honour for Reinie Meyer * Quantum Physics gets ñSpookyò. 

* SAGAôs Armageddon * National Seismology Network ï Ian Saunders 
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President Mr. S.J. du Plessis CSIR  sduplessis1@csir.co.za 

Vice-President Mr. A. Wolmarans De Beers Anton.wolmarans@debeersgroup.com 

Past-President Ms. P. Du Pisani Anglo American pdupisani@angloamerican.co.za 

Treasurer Mr. G. Campbell Gap Geophysics gapgeo@icon.co.za 

Editor Dr. S. Fourie CSIR  sfourie@csir.co.za 

Members Mr.T. Odgers Red Dog S.S. reddog@geoafrica.co.za 

 Mr. A.R. Vorster De Beers anre.vorster@debeersgroup.com 

 Ms. S. J. Webb Wits. Geophysics webbs@geosciences.wits.ac.za 
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FEES 
Anyone wishing to join SAGA can please contact Jann Otto (ADMIN) for 

assistance: 
 
Members     R250.00  
Associate/affiliate members   R250.00     
Student members    R60.00     
Sustaining/institutional members  R2500.00/US$775.00 
Overseas members    US$37.50 
SADC Countries    R250.00 
 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
 Anyone wishing to advertise in the SAGA newsletter must please contact the 
Editor (Stoffel Fourie at sfourie@csir.co.za). Rates (per issue) are as shown below; 
 
½ page ad. b/w    R100/$50 Full page b/w R200/$100 
Full colour full page (min. 2 issues)  R625/$625 
Brochure insert (<5 pages)   R500/$500 
 

Adverts must preferably be submitted in either MS Word, Pdf or Jpg format, or 
some other format readable by either Eg. Ascii, etc.  
 
Manual and Course Notes Price List (To order, contact the SAGA admin) 
 
Manuals for Technicians     Local  Overseas 
The Magnetic Method *, AT Roux 1980. 71 p.  R40  US$40 
Technical Manual on Radiometrics *DJ Richards 1981 R25  US$25 
Electromagnetic Method*     R70  US$70 
J S V van Zijl & EO Kostlin 1986. 302p.   
S.A. Geophysical Review, Vol. 1 1996   R50  US$40 
S.A. Geophysical Review, Vol. 2 1998   R50  US$40 
S.A. Geophysical Review, Vol. 3 1999   R50  US$40 
Practical Manual in the Resistivity Method   R50  US$50 
J S V van Zijl 1985. 136p. 
Statistical Methods in Mining Seismology, A. Kijko R100  US$25 
 
Course Notes 
Aeromagnetics # P Hood & M Redford    R75  US$75 
Induced Polarisation #  J Summer & K Zonge   R100  US$55 
Electromagnetics # G.West & J. MacNae    R110  US$60 
Seismic Interpretation T.L.Davis 1987   R50  US$40 
Extended Abstracts 1st SAGA Technical Meeting   R25  US$25 
Extended Abstracts 2nd SAGA Technical Meeting   R25  US$25 
Extended Abstracts 3rd SAGA Technical Meeting   R25  US$25 
Extended Abstracts 4th SAGA Technical Meeting  R25  US$25 
Extended Abstracts 5th SAGA Technical Meeting  R50  US$25 
Extended Abstracts 6th SAGA Technical Meeting   R100  US$50 
*Students half price  # Prices subject to change ; copies made from masters 
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Note from the President  
Stefaans du Plessis ï African Nickel 

 
SAGA had an active past few months 
with talks by Dr Stoffel Fourie of the 
CSIR on In-situ Density measurements, 
by Ockert Terblanche of Anglo American 
on the Squid Magnetometer, by Prof 
Gordon Cooper of WITS on filters and by 
Dr Branko Corner of Namibia. 

On Friday 21 Nov 2008, the distinguished 
lecture was given by Dr.  Eric C. Ferré, of 
Southern Illinois University, U.S.A.  The 
tile of the talk was "The Magnetic 
Stratification of Mafic Layered Intrusions: 
Natural Examples and Numerical Model". 

SAGA also offered a wireline logging 
course, presented by Marcus Chatfield. 
The fifty available places for this course 
were booked up rather rapidly, with a lot 
of additional interest shown by the 
geophysics community.  Unfortunately all 
interested persons could not be 
accommodated on this course. SAGA 
therefore plans to offer the same course 
again in February 2009. 

Future Plans: 
 
Tuesday 18 May 2009:  The SEG 
Distinguished Lecture of 2009, will be 
given by Jack Bouska, of BP 
Corporation, in Muscat, Oman.  The 
lecture is entitled: ñIntegrating Seismic 
Acquisition and Processingò.  The time 
will be the usual 17H00, but the venue 
will change (To be confirmed) to the 
CSIR, corner of Rustenburg and Carlow 
Rd, Mellville JHB 
 
Sometime in 2009:  Talk by Stefaans du 
Plessis, ñRecent Dighem dyke detection 
survey results from a Total Coal collieryò. 
 
SAGA planned to host the 2012 
International EM-Induction Conference.  
SAGA prepared a bid.  This bid was won 
by the Australians to host the conference 
in Darwin.  
 

 

 

 
Note from the Editoréé 
 
This is the second edition of the SAGA newsletter this year.  We did get some 
positive feedback from SAGA members about the previous edition that was released 
in August 2008.  We hope that with this edition of the SAGA Newsletter we will 
continue to spark a new interest within the SAGA members to contribute actively 
towards the newsletter.  The newsletter is about you and our community.  Please let 
me know about the happenings, otherwise I cannot report it to the wider SAGA 
community.  Please also contribute towards the dictionary.   We would also like to get 
contributions from our neighbours and abroad; for an added international flavour.   
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In this edition we will remind you of our next SAGA Conference in 2009 and we 
honour some of our geophysicists that made a large contribution to our community 
during the last 50 years.  We would also like publish papers of our members and 
students.  If we get enough support we would like to compile a volume of papers at 
the end of the year of the papers published in the SAGA newsletter. 
 
In the next issueéé.We will report on more of our distinguished members that 
contributed to our community.  We will continue with the dictionary and publish a 
paper by Ian Saunders on the national seismology network. 
 
SAGA did bid for the International EM Conference to be held in South Africa in 2012.  
Australia unfortunately won the bid. 
 
Enjoy ité. Stoffel 
 

 
 

 
SAGA 2009 Biennial conference in Swaziland ñFrom ancient rocks to modern 
techniquesò. 
 
The main event in 2009 to look forward to is the SAGA2009 biennial conference to 
be hosted 13-18 September 2009 in Swaziland. Swaziland is home to the oldest 
dated rocks in Africa ñThe ancient gneiss complexò. The nearby Barberton Mountain 
land is one of the best exposed greenstone belts in the world. Swaziland is also close 
to the famous and large Kruger Park game reserve, borders Mozambique that is an 
excellent diving and fishing and beach holiday destination. Swaziland boasts a 
couple of game reserves, all within 40 minutes drive of the Royal Swazi Spa hotel, 
located outside Mbabane (the capital of Swaziland). Swaziland and the Milwane 
game reserve (10 minutes drive from the Royal Swazi Spa) is a top birding 
destination, and early morning birding trips will be organised. At Hlane game reserve 
(about a 40 minute drive from the Royal Swazi Sun), you can walk with rhinos. 
 
We are very happy to report that the sponsors and exhibitors have already started to 
stake their claims and have committed themselves to supporting SAGA2009. Thank 
you to Keith Fisk (Getech), CGG Veritas (Michele Denis), Robert Wilson and Laurent 
Ameglio (Terraquest), for sponsoring big events at 2009 such as the The Gala Dinner 
with a Difference óHouse on fireô, the Shebeen evening (SAGA2007 it was the ópirate 
partyô), and the opening of the trade show ice breaker cocktail event. Simon Bate 
(Aegis) is sponsoring the Golf day, Ria Tinnion (Geosoft) the ópub in the hubô.  We 
highly appreciate your support. Every day more sponsors are coming to the party. 
Other sponsorship options are available as well www.sagaonline.co.za 
 
It is also fantastic that Maarten de Wit is again bringing Inkaba yeAfrica to SAGA, 
and Inkaba yeAfrica will run parallel technical sessions at SAGA.   
 

We are also indebted to Professor Alan Jones (DIAS), bringing SAMTEX to 
SAGA2009. 
 

http://www.sagaonline.co.za/
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Africa Array will again be a major participant at SAGA2009 and for that we thank 
Professor Dirks, Ray Durrheim, Sue Webb and all the Africa Array students.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you all at SAGA2009.  We also plan lots of field trips: 
Komati valley, home of the Komati-ites, spinnifex textures etc; Sheba (mine) Top 
quad bike trip; Possibly Sheba mine (underground visit) and Lily mine as well as 
possibly visits to mining activities in Swaziland in conjunction with the Egoli Branch of 
the GSSA. 
 
In addition to this, a number of workshops and courses will be on offer.  We also 
hope to have more than one SEG distinguished lecturer at the SAGA2009 
conference. 
 
The SAGA2009 conference committee: 
 
Conference Chair:  Stefaans du Plessis 
Technical Chair: Dr. Declan Vogt 
Workshops and Courses and social events: Petro du Pisani 
Golf and field trips: Kazek Trofimczyk 
Website: Terry Odgers 
Special sessions: Ray van Rensburg 
Student affairs and SEG: Sue Webb 
Professional Events Company: RCA, Jann Otto, Robbie Cameron and team 
 


